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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 GUATEM 01253 0121 17Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 
10-13 HA-05 /081 W 

079451 020602Z/65 

R 012030Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9366 

CONFIDENTIAL GUATEMALA 1253 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM, OAS, GT 

SUB J : STATUS OF RATIFICATION OF AMERICAN CONVENTION ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

REF: STATE 05 1529 

1 . AMBASSADOR INQUIRED STATUS OF GUATEMALAN RATIFICATION WHEN 
HE MET JANUARY 16 WITH FOREIGN MINISTER MOLINA. MOLINA CON- 
FIRMED THAT EXECUTIVE BRANCH HAD SUBMITTED CONVENTION TO 
CONGRESS IN DECEMBER (A-ll, FEBRUARY 2, 1978). MOLINA INDI- 
CATED THAT EXECUTIVE WOULD BE PRESSING CONGRESS FOR EARLY 
RATIFICATION AS GOG DID NOT WANT TO BE THE "LAST TO RATIFY." 

2. MEANWHILE, CONGRESS HAS BEEN IN RECESS. IT IS NOT 
SCHEDULED TO RECONVENE UNTIL MARCH 8, TO REVIEW PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION RESULTS. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER CONGRESS WILL 
REMAIN IN SESSION FOR OTHER BUSINESS OR AGAIN RECESS. 

3. UNTIL CONGRESS RECONVENES, NOTHING WILL BE SERVED BY A 
FURTHER INQUIRY AT FOREIGN MINISTRY, AND NONE IS CONTEMPLATED. 
ANDREWS 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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